The chief is in Paris,

I relayed to him verbally, via Jean-Frangois, the contents of a
large stack of mail. Jean-Frangois is back. The chief agrees that
Felix, Lemasque and Jean-Frangois take charge of the raaquis on
the spot. He approves of my having entrusted Mathilde with her

present post.

*

On his way to Paris Jean-Frangois was carrying a valise full of
tracts. He had also put a ham in the valise. He feels sorry for his
brother. As a matter of fact, the chief is dying of hunger. ... In
the street Jean-Frangois was suddenly grabbed by a garde mobile
and had to open his valise. The guardsman examined the contents
thoroughly. His face 'wore a hard look. Jean-Frangois was pre-
paring to drop it and run. But the guard merely said to him; "You
oughtn't to mix up the black market with the business of fighting
the Boches. It's not right." When Jean-Frangois told his brother
the story, the chief was deeply moved by it. Much more than by
the adventures in which so many of our people lose their lives.

The Gestapo has enormous sums at its disposal for its in-
formers. We know a small town of ten thousand population where
the Gestapo-budget is a million francs a month. With that it has
been able to buy four well-placed informers. It would be easy to
liquidate them, but I think it's better to keep them for the final
settlement. Traitors whose faces are known are less dangerous.

We have friends everywhere in the enemy camp. And I even
wonder if the enemy suspects how numerous, active and well-
distributed they are. Fm not even speaking of the Vichy organi-
sations. There is not one sub-prefecture, town hall, police-station,
food board, prison, commissariat or government office where we
haven't some of our people installed. Each time one of our com-
rades is in danger of being handed over to the Gestapo, Laval
himself finds a note on his desk warning him that he will be held
responsible for our comrade.

With Vichy it is not so difficult But even among the Germans
we have our "entrees/'
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